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Orchestrating  
Family Office  
services & 
support 
Saffery Champness has a long and proud history 
of providing multi-jurisdictional trust and company 
administration services to Family Offices, their principals, 
family members and their trusted advisers. However, 
we go beyond that role and our clients consider us 
trusted advisers with a seat at the Family Office table. 
We think ahead and, by using our professional skills and 
international experience, add value by providing strategic 
input to our clients’ decision-making processes. 
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“At times we are
the conductor
and other times 
we are part of
the orchestra.”

Always in harmony 
At times we are the conductor and other times 
we are part of the orchestra, but at all times we 
proactively work in harmony with our Family Office 
clients and their team of taxation, legal, financial and 
investment advisers, coordinating all aspects of their 
business and family life.

We establish appropriate and robust multi-
jurisdictional structures and administer them 
as diligent trustees and directors. Family Office 
structures usually involve multiple jurisdictions which 
typically include private trust companies, foundations, 
corporations, private investment vehicles and even 
listed companies. All of which require the oversight  
of a trusted and capable partner.

We work closely with international tax advisers, 
in particular in the UK and the USA, relating 
to residence and domicile issues and we are 
experienced in the implementation and regular 
review of such advice. 

We offer a seamless, round-the-clock international 
service and we are always available wherever our 
clients need us. We also provide the necessary 
back office and operational support that a modern 
Family Office requires including cash management, 
consolidated accounting and reporting, compliance 
and of course the day-to-day administration of assets. 
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3Playing our part 
We assist Family Offices with their day-to-day 
needs such as the employment of domestic and 
property-related staff and the management of private 
residences. We are also adept in the management and 
administration of international property transactions 
and investments including residential and commercial 
development and property ownership and holding 
structures. We have particular experience of hotel 
development and operation. 

Investments
Given the bespoke nature of Family Office investments 
and the particular requirements of each family and its 
Family Office, we recognise the importance of precisely 
understanding and managing risk. 

Managing risk
We deal with a wide range of investments and assets 
and, in accordance with our fiduciary duty, we monitor 
and report matters such as the investment performance 
on a risk adjusted basis. 

Reporting
Reporting is produced on an individual and consolidated 
basis across the whole asset allocation and includes 
assets such as property, private equity and hedge  
funds, as well as the usual marketable securities. 

Non-standard
We also deal with the non-standard assets of the  
family, such as the acquisition and operation of private 
aircraft, superyachts, fine art, antiquities and jewellery 
and have expertise in relation to the acquisition, 
development and operation of private residences,  
as well as trading businesses. 

Philanthropy
We work with Family Offices to enable them to meet 
their philanthropic objectives. We understand and 
have expertise in investment within the responsible, 
sustainable, social and ethical sphere, as well as impact 
investing and charitable foundations and donations. 



In concert internationally 

Our Family Office clients are often located (or 
have re-located) to the UK, Switzerland or other 
European jurisdictions but usually they are from 
much further afield, in particular the Middle East, 
Asia, and Africa, as well as Eastern Europe and the 
CIS. The Family Offices we work with range from 
small boutiques to substantial global operations. 

We have considerable experience and expertise 
in working with very high profile individuals and 
families including Politically Exposed Persons 
and Commercially Exposed Persons (who often 
find themselves in very challenging situations). 
We understand their diverse and complex family 
relationships and their asset management and 
protection goals. Risk appraisal management is 
at the forefront of what we do, and we have an 
extensive and robust compliance framework which 
enables us to successfully and properly act for 
individuals with highly complex requirements. 

We are experienced in working with high profile 
individuals from the sports, entertainment, media 
and film sectors, along with their Private Offices or 
management companies, usually coordinating global 
tax compliance and reporting, dealing with their 
personal and business assets and managing their 
intellectual property, image and commercial assets.

We are a constant for all of our clients and as 
independent, objective, experienced professionals 
we are there to support them during whatever may 
occur in their personal or professional lives. 
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We also offer our specialist services to 
individual clients and families who do not  
have a dedicated Family or Private Office.
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Our multi-jurisdictional reach
 Saffery Champness offices

1. Guernsey

2. Dubai

3. Dublin

4. Geneva

5. London

6. Zurich

 Jurisdictions

Africa
• Liberia

• Mauritius & 
The Seychelles

Asia
• Hong Kong

• Singapore

• UAE

Australasia
• New Zealand

Caribbean and 
the Americas 
• Bahamas

• Bermuda

• BVI

• Canada

• Cayman

• Panama

• United States
of America

Europe
• Cyprus

• England & Scotland

• France

• Gibraltar

• Guernsey

• Ireland

• Isle of Man

• Jersey

• Liechtenstein

• Malta

• Switzerland 
(Geneva and Zurich)

Saffery Champness also have offices in: 

Bournemouth, Bristol, Edinburgh, Harrogate,  
High Wycombe, Inverness, Manchester and Peterborough.



Saffery Champness Office | Guernsey 
Region | Eastern Europe 

A dedicated team manages fully discretionary 
Private Trust Company structures for a group of 
families with a multi-billion dollar portfolio. Assets 
are diversified and invested in bonds, equities, 
hedge funds and US real estate with leading 
managers. The structures also hold private equity 
and venture capital funds, and entities that own  
and operate aircraft and superyachts. 

The team works closely with investment 
managers and specialist consultants to provide 
recommendations, reporting, oversight and 
strategic asset allocation guidance. They actively 
monitor and, together with the consultants, provide 
regular updates and face-to-face feedback to the 
beneficiaries and their advisers. 

The trustees have conducted extensive and 
complicated litigation to preserve and protect  
the assets and the reputations of the client  
group culminating in a number of successful  
and internationally welcomed verdicts.

The team also assists with the day-to-day 
recruitment of staff for the client’s Private 
Offices and works with the families assisting with 
their wider interests. This includes meeting the 
philanthropic objectives of the client’s business  
and working in connection with the client’s not for 
profit organisation. 

Case Study 1
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Saffery Champness Office | Guernsey 
Region | Middle East 

A dedicated Middle East Family 
Office team manages a multi-billion 
dollar trust structure and estate for 
a single Family Office representing a 
Middle Eastern dynasty. The structure 
is extensively multi-jurisdictional 
with entities and underlying assets 
in 20 separate jurisdictions. Our 
administration team works in close 
partnership with the client’s existing 
Family Office which deals with the 
affairs of the principal and wider  
family members. We add value by 
providing proactive strategic input to 
the client’s Family Office operations  
and deliberations.

The team manages the client’s global 
investment portfolio structured via 
trusts and companies comprising 
hedge funds, private equity, fixed 
interest investments, commercial and 
residential property and hotels/ hotel 
developments in Europe and Africa. 
The firm also deals with the client’s 
personal assets, including significant 
private residences, superyachts 

and aircraft. This has involved the 
acquisition, development, building, 
operation and staffing of such assets. 

All of the above assets are organised 
within multiple trust and company 
structures across several jurisdictions 
where we provide directors who 
actively manage and administer the 
underlying assets.

In addition, the team provides 
consolidated reporting services 
to the Family Office and regularly 
participates in round table discussions 
with the Chief Investment Officer. 
Having been actively involved in these 
structures and with the client for more 
than 15 years, we have become a 
trusted and valued adviser. 

The team also administers structures 
involving substantial fine art, 
antiquities and jewellery which are 
exhibited globally and liaise with the 
client’s specialist art advisers. The 
team have developed, over time, a key 
understanding of the complexity and 

specialist knowledge regarding the 
acquisition of art related assets and  
is therefore able to identify and 
manage the associated risk and  
provide a value-added service.

Following the demise of the family 
principal, the team worked with the 
Family Office and the principal’s 
Trusted Adviser to identify, reconcile 
and report on all assets and liabilities 
across more than 70 companies and  
20 jurisdictions. 

The team appointed leading 
international lawyers to assist in 
coordinating the legal and tax advice. 
Shari’a advice was also obtained to 
interface the 15 probates required 
and also to interpret Shari’a law in 
accordance with the Proper Law of 
the Trusts. The team have conducted 
interlocutory proceedings regarding 
the decision making process and 
continue to administer assets for  
the heirs, obtaining probates and 
liaising with the heirs on Shari’a-
compliant restructuring.

Case Study 2
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Saffery Champness Office | Geneva 
Region  | UK 

The team manages a number of complex structures  
with a combined value of c. £100 million for a Swiss 
resident entrepreneurial family (of British origin). 
The structures span multiple jurisdictions, including 
BVI, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Guernsey, UK and 
France. The assets under our management are 
located in the UK, France and Switzerland and 
include luxury residential properties, commercial 
properties, development properties, a soft drinks 
business and a farm estate with polo fields.

Besides these non-financial assets, the structure 
holds extensive financial investments allocated 
between three financial institutions in Liechtenstein, 
Monaco and Luxembourg, for which we provide 
regular investment monitoring oversight. 

Due to the varied nature and complexity of the 
assets, we have sourced and selected appropriately 
skilled professional advisers and agents, with whom 
we are in frequent contact, to help with all aspects 
of the day-to-day operations, as well as any issues 
that arise from such activity. 

Activity in these structures includes overseeing 
one of the largest residential real estate deals 
in Switzerland, arranging property refinancing 
(changing the lender from Switzerland to Monaco); 
administering a luxury chalet-letting business; 
overseeing property construction and development 
projects; replacing under-performing third-party 
agents and managers of trading businesses; as well 
as handling the more ‘routine’ tasks of buying/selling 
assets and preparing budgets, reports and profit 
share calculations. 

Case Study 3
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Guernsey
PO Box 141, La Tonnelle House, 
Les Banques, St Sampson, 
Guernsey GY1 3HS 
T: +44 (0)1481 721374

London
71 Queen Victoria Street, 
London EC4V 4BE 
T: +44 (0)20 7841 4000

Zurich
Olgastrasse 10, 
8001 Zurich, Switzerland 
T: +41 (0)43 343 9328

Cayman Islands*

Elgin Court, Elgin Avenue, 
Grand Cayman KY1-1106, 
Cayman Islands 
T: +345 945 3466

Dubai
812-A, Level 8, Liberty House, 
DIFC, Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
T: +971 (0)54 721 3888

Geneva
Rue de la Confédération 5,    
1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
T: +41 (0)22 319 0970

E: info@saffery.com

www.saffery.com/offshore

Contact us

*Provides Cayman trust and corporate services as a registered controlled subsidiary of a licensed Cayman trust company.
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