
Established in 1855, Saffery 
Champness is over 160 years old. Our 
history has given the firm a strong 
culture that makes us unlike other 
accountancy practices.

Structure, size and capabilities
We are a top 15 firm of Chartered Accountants, with 14 
offices in the UK, Ireland, Dubai, Guernsey, Geneva and 
Zurich. Our team of over 700 staff and partners share 
the same professional approach and commitment to a 
genuinely partner-led service.

We are a firm with a deliberate focus; we do not try to 
be all things to all people. Instead we choose to specialise 
in specific sectors and areas of business where we have 
real in-depth expertise and experience, including: private 
wealth, entrepreneurs, owner-managed businesses, and 
international.

Our ethos
Every client is different and every relationship unique, so 
our advice and approach is always tailored to their specific 
financial and business needs. However, our aim is always 
the same; to bring insight and create value.

We have built our business on successful long-term 
relationships with our clients, getting to know them and 
taking time to understand their businesses.

We invest in developing and retaining our people and, 
as a result, our staff turnover remains low ensuring 
ongoing familiarity with your affairs and a smooth working 
relationship with minimal disruption.

Working with Chinese clients
We can provide a range of services to individuals and 
businesses with connections to China, including Chinese 
citizens, individuals resident in China or individuals with 
investments or business interests in China and the UK. 

We act as a trusted partner to help manage our clients’ UK 
affairs, and offer a ‘concierge-style’ service. This service 
can be tailored entirely to meet our clients’ requirements, 
from providing back office services such as company 
formation, bookkeeping, payroll and company secretarial, 
through to making introductions to other advisers to assist 
with finding UK premises, recruiting UK staff, obtaining 
visas and work permits or opening a UK bank account.

We have significant UK and international tax expertise 
and a proven track record in assisting businesses and their 
owners with complex cross-border issues. This means that 
we are able to provide a seamless service to our Chinese 
clients.

International businesses
We provide tax advice to multinational groups 
headquartered in the UK or with subsidiaries in the UK. 
We also advise UK companies on the tax consequences 
of expanding internationally and overseas companies 
establishing branches or subsidiaries in the UK.

Working with Chinese businesses
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We can advise Chinese businesses on the tax 
consequences of setting up in the UK, including:

• Whether they have a ‘permanent establishment’ 
(taxable presence) here. 

• Whether to operate through a branch or a subsidiary. 

• How best to finance UK activities. 

We have a strong track record of advising on a wide range 
of cross-border tax issues, including transfer pricing, 
controlled foreign rules and holding company structures.

International entrepreneurs
We are enthusiastic advisers to a wide range of 
entrepreneurial clients and their businesses, always 
conscious of the need to maximise enterprise value.

We assist entrepreneurial clients with strategic planning 
advice, funding, efficient tax structuring and a myriad of 
compliance matters in the early stages of their business, 
through to value maximisation, preparation for sale and 
finding routes to exit.

Our approach is to provide a consistent and trustworthy 
solution to all  tax compliance and accounting needs, whilst 
providing a solid partner-led relationship to support all 
business growth requirements.

International private wealth
Our extensive knowledge of UK tax legislation, particularly 
concerning non-UK domiciled individuals, means that we 
are well-placed to advise Chinese individuals considering 
coming to or investing in the UK.

Many of our clients have interests in multiple jurisdictions, 
often involving complex offshore structures, and we have 
considerable experience of advising on cross-border issues 
and how best to protect wealth. Our advice is always 
tailored to the individual, encompassing not only tax advice 
but also their wider commercial and personal needs. 

We provide a full range of offshore fiduciary and UK tax 
compliant accounting services from our offices in Guernsey, 
Geneva and Zurich. 

Further information
For more information about what we do, please visit our 
website: www.saffery.com, or contact one of our team 
listed below. 
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